














Parent Network

In a move that strengthens DSANI’s ability to
advocate for children and adults with Down
syndrome and their families, in 2009 the DSANI
Parent Network folded into the Powerful Parent
Advocacy (PPA) chapter of IPMG, which is the
state-contracted company managing Medicaid
waivers. Powerful Parent Advocacy meets at
6:30 p.m. every second Tuesday of the month at The League for the Blind
and Disabled, 5821 S. Anthony Blvd., Fort Wayne. Longtime DSANI member
Pat Nuffer continues to serve as a go-to person for parents who need assistance
in maneuvering through and accessing services from various state programs

Friendship Club

The DSANI Friendship club is aimed at teens
and young adults ages 12 to 21 who have
Down syndrome. Now in its third year, the
Friendship Club has grown from an average
attendance of eight teens to upwards of 25
attending dances and other social activities.
Since its inception, the group has expanded

to include teens with varying kinds of learning disabilities, as youths with
Down syndrome develop friendships in school and the community. In 2009,
seven events were held, most of them dances, and a highlight of the year
was the rst semi-formal dance held in May, with 35 in attendance. For more

for families whose children are aging out of the public school system. For
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Individuals with Down syndrome
who are 21 and older can nd their
niche in the Self-Advocates Group.
With a current average attendance
of 15, the group in 2009 enjoyed
attending a Mad Ants game, sponsoring a summer swim party and hosting
a holiday party. Group co-coordinator Laura Lahrman hopes to increase
attendance in 2010, with a speci ¢ goal of getting more women in
attendance. Unlike many other social groups, males currently outnumber
females in the Self-Advocates Group. The group is also looking at ways

to become involved in service projects in the community. For information
on joining the Self-Advocates Group or in helping organize an outing or

if you are interested in providing a service project outlet for Self-Advocates,
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information on Friendship Club, call coordinator Kathy Meeks at 432-5278
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Buddy Club

Buddy Club offers social and
recreational activities for children

ages 6 to 12. Typically meeting every
three months, the group enjoyed
indoor playtimes at Indiana Tech’s
Andorfer Commons Recreation Center
with the DSANI Playgroup. In the spring of 2009, Buddy Club participants
held a kite- ying day at Franke Park and in the fall took a tour of Salomon
Farm, where wagon rides provided thrills. Marsha Scheitlin, 2009 Buddy
Club coordinator, says there is great potential for the group to grow from

its current average attendance of 15, which includes children and family
members. The group is looking for new activities and community volunteers
to host them. For more information, call or email the coordinator,
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I play six instruments.

I've visited eleven countries.

I've traveled to thirty-two states,

and been honored by The President of Singapore.
I've met Oprah, been featured in TIME® magazine,
and performed on the clarinet before 14,000 people.
| have Down syndrome and this is my great story.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?
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