
Down Syndrome Association of Northeast Indiana’s

13th Annual

Buddy Walk®

Saturday, October 1, 2011
Foster Park, Fort Wayne
Activities begin at 10am – Walk begins at 11am

Who We Are

The Down Syndrome Association of Northeast  
Indiana (DSANI) is a 501c3 organization with the  
mission to enhance the lives of people affected by 
Down syndrome, advocate on their behalf, provide 
information and support to families and professionals, 
and promote acceptance and inclusion of people  
with Down syndrome in northeast Indiana.

DSANI represents individuals with Down syndrome  
and their families in 11 counties in northeast Indiana 
and provides educational and social programs, outreach 
efforts, a week-long day camp for children and teens 
with Down syndrome, and a comprehensive library of 
Down syndrome related materials.

2011 Buddy Walk® 
Grand Marshal, 
Ashley Ely
As the recipient of the 2011 DSANI Star 
Award for Self-Advocacy, we are proud to 
have Ashley participate as the 2011 Grand 
Marshal. Ashley is a self-advocate who fills 

her days helping others. Ashley volunteers at her hometown 
elementary school and at Parkview Home Health & Hospice.  
She is also an avid collector of celebrity autographs. Her warm 
heart, loving spirit, and friendly personality are admired by all the 
people whose lives she enriches every day. Helping others comes 
naturally to Ashley – it’s just who she is. Ashley gives back to her 
community with such energy and pride, modeling to others the 
true joy to be found in the acts of kindness to others.

Buddy Walk® history
The Buddy Walk was developed by the National Down Syndrome 
Society in 1995 to promote awareness and inclusion for people 
with Down syndrome and to raise funds for education, research 
and advocacy programs.

More than 252 Walks were held worldwide in 2010. Approximately 
$11,200,000 was raised nation-wide through the NDSS Buddy 
Walk. These funds were distributed among sponsoring Buddy 
Walk Organization and the National Down Syndrome Society.  
Last year alone, more than 285,000 individuals participated in 
a Buddy Walk. Since the Buddy Walk was created, more than 
3,000,000 people have participated in a Buddy Walk worldwide.

The Buddy Walk is a trademarked program of the National Down 
Syndrome Society. In 2011, the goal is to hold nearly 300 Walks 
across the country and abroad. www.buddywalk.org.

Locally, the first Buddy Walk in Fort Wayne was in 1999.

About Down Syndrome
Down syndrome is the most commonly occurring genetic  
condition. Individuals with Down syndrome have an extra, critical 
portion of the number 21 chromosome present in all or some  
of their cells. This additional genetic material alters the course  
of development and causes the characteristics associated with 
Down syndrome.

It is estimated that one in every 691 live births will result in  
a child with Down syndrome and there are more than 400,000 
people living with Down syndrome in the United States today.

Each individual with Down syndrome has their own unique  
personality, capabilities and talents. In adulthood, many people 
with Down syndrome hold jobs, live independently, enjoy  
recreational opportunities in their communities and lead  
fulfilling and productive lives. P.
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2010 Top Fundraising 
Team “Friends of Tristan”



The Down Syndrome Association of Northeast Indiana 
(DSANI) has set a goal of raising $80,000 for our  
13th Annual Buddy Walk®. Whether you have Down 
syndrome, know someone who does or just want to  
show your support, come and join the Buddy Walk®.

You Can Make a Difference!
Proceeds from the Buddy Walk® will support local programs, 
outreach to families in our community, local and national 
advocacy initiatives, summer camp, local training seminars, 
resource materials, social events and more.

13th Annual DSANI Buddy Walk®

Foster Park in Fort Wayne – Saturday, October 1, 2011
	10:00am	 Registration and Pre-Walk Entertainment begins.
	10:45am	� Pre-Walk Announcements and line-up. Grab your team  

members and meet us at the start line.

	11:00am	 Buddy Walk® begins!

Following the Walk until 2:00pm – Entertainment & carnival games. A free hot dog lunch and beverages  
will be provided to attendees. Team photos are available for purchase. The Team with the most donations 
this year will be pictured on next year’s DSANI Buddy Walk® brochure. 

Bring Everybody Out For a Fun-Filled Day!
Join us for a family-friendly celebration with a 2.1 mile walk, entertainment, special guests,  
food, children’s activities, prizes and more. Everyone is welcome!

* �Please note: There is limited parking available within Foster Park. Once parking is full within the park, use the on-street parking which is available throughout 
the neighborhood side streets. The parking lot at the old Taylor University, located east of Old Mill Road on the South Side of Rudisill Blvd., is also available.

What Does a Buddy Walker Do?

Step 1: Register by September 17 in order to be 
guaranteed t-shirts – Walkers raising $25 or more will  
receive a free event t-shirt! You may register online at  
www.dsani.org  – OR – fill out the Registration Agreement 
on the right.  Mailed registrations must be post marked  
by September 17 to guarantee t-shirt requests.  

Step 2: Raise Donations – Use the Buddy Walk Donations 
Form, on the right to list the individual donations you collect.  
Or, collect donations online. (Individuals who make donations 
do not have to register unless they want to be a Walker.)

Step 3: Spread the Word – Invite others to walk with you.  
Collect names, phone numbers and donations as you go. 
Give them their own Buddy Walk brochure and encourage 
them to raise their own donations. By registering online  
you can send out personal emails soliciting donations  
or walkers from home!

Step 4: Turn In Your Donations by Friday, September 30 to 
qualify for the fundraising contest. If donations are mailed 
they must be received by September 30. Online donations 
must be received by 12:00 noon. Donations received after 
September 30 will not count toward the fundraising contest 
but will be included in the final announcement of the  
top fundraising teams after the Walk. Online donations 
make this easy! 

Event Sponsors:

Presenting Sponsors:

For more information: 

Website: www.dsani.org,  

Email: dsani4u@aol.com,  

Phone: (260) 471-9964.

Name #1_________________________________________ Size�����������

Name #1_________________________________________ Size�����������

Name #1_________________________________________ Size�����������

Name #1_________________________________________ Size�����������

Name #1_________________________________________ Size�����������

Name #1_________________________________________ Size�����������

Registration 
Agreement

Return this form to DSANI by  
September 17 to guarantee a Walk T-Shirt!

Walkers raising $25 or more  
will receive a free event t-shirt!  

For online registration go to www.dsani.org
(If you register online there is NO need to complete this form)

Available T-Shirt Sizes:
Youth: XS (2-4) YS (6-8) YM (10-12) YL (14-16) 

Adult: AS (34-36) AM (38-40) AL (42-44) AXL (42-44) AXXL (50-52)

Day of Event Registration: Everyone is welcome and will be provided 
lunch!  A limited number of event t-shirts will be available on day of the 
Walk and will be given to registrants on a first come first served basis.  
NO GUARANTEES.

Signed_________________________________________ Date������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

WAIVER OF LIABILITY: In consideration of me and/or my minor child being permitted 
to participate in the DSANI Buddy Walk®, I hereby for myself, my heirs, and personal 
representatives assume any and all risks that might be associated with the event. 
I further waive, release, discharge and covenant not to sue the (your organization 
name), its officers, employees, sponsors, organizers, volunteers, or other representa-
tives or their successors and assigns, for any and all injuries or damages of any kind 
whatsoever suffered by myself and/or my minor child as a result of taking part in the 
events and any related activities. I also authorize the use by DSANI of any photo, film 
or videotape taken of me and/or my minor child at the event for any purpose.

Parent/Guardian must sign below if participant is under age 18:

Please list all walkers below. If more space is needed, attach a separate 
sheet.

Donations received for the fundraising contest must be received by  
12:00 noon Friday, September 30 either in the mail or online to be included.

Name�����������������������������������������������������������

Street Address���������������������������������������������������

City _____________________________ State ________ Zip��������������

Daytime Phone���������������������������������������������������

Email Address����������������������������������������������������

Walking for Team�������������������������������������������������

Last First

Buddy Walk® 
Donations Form

Keep this form to track donations. Turn in all donations by September 30 
to qualify for fundraising prizes! More team donation forms are available  

at www.dsani.org for download or by calling 260-471-9964.

Name�����������������������������������������������������������

Street Address���������������������������������������������������

City _____________________________ State ________ Zip��������������

Daytime Phone���������������������������������������������������

Email Address����������������������������������������������������

Walking for Team�������������������������������������������������

Total Collected����������������������������������������������������

Name                                                  Phone� Donation

���������������������������������������������������������������
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���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

Last First

Please make checks payable to DSANI
All contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

 �I cannot participate in the Walk, but please accept my donation 
in the amount of  $__________________


