Star

This may nct be the kind of Shining
Star article that you've come o expect.
You may be tempted to stop reading
part way through. But | pray you don't

Spencer Augustin won't wow you as
an exceptional student, a gifted athlete
or a local hero. He won't wow you by
recaling some incredible
accomplshment that a man,
Impacted with Down synm. would
be eager to daim. No great feats of
strength to demonstrate here, No
extraordnary expressions of
intelligence. No Presidential awards or
prociamations of bravery, Spencer s
rather average.

Hie mother and | have always held out
the highest hope for Spencer, praying
that he would be Im as Imle as
possible by Down syndrome. That he
could Ive a Normal life, free from
hardships and pain, with a bright future.
Butas passes, the realty that
some of those dreams will not be
realized causes a great ache In our
hearts, And the process of letting go of
hopes that do not matenalze is painful

Spencer I8 moderately impacted with
Down s At 13 years of age we
are still laming to count to 50, practicing
a great deal of self-help skills, and
continuing our work on Early Reader
books and reading sight words. Spencer
still needs help understanding the
dfference between who and what

when asked a question. And the
concapt of appropriate personal space
with strangers remains a sometimes
(oftentimes if I'm totally honest)
embarassing lssue.

This young man, Spencer, now sits in
front of me, seemingly larger than |
remember him being. His shoulders are
bread, his hands are larger and
stronger, and his voice | noticeably
deeper He sports a young man's face
now, with a Iitle chin hair and some
pmples, He displays an attitude of
stubbomness and self determination
that challenges me to assess my own
level of control with him, He wants his
own space, more control over his day
and the right to decide what he'll eat
for dinner. Heck, he's 13 nowd

13! and | gotta tell ya, t s a very

Spencer

odd thing! Hs s r, and his
volce ‘:\g deeperb%wm hebgg:eeds
coaching to comb his halr, wash his
hands, and brush his teeth! When I'm
teling him he cant wear shorts and
sandals In the middie of winter, he
reminds me how cute his babysiter
Is! What a mixed up stuation' AND
WHAT AUNIQUELY SPECIAL
RELATIONSHI® [T CREATES FOR

US! I'm trying to teach him what is
appropriate and surprisingly encugh |
find myyself going to school on him,

He schools me dally on the value of a
friend, the joy of a simple task done
well, the importance of encouragement
and touch, and the significance of family
He speaks volumes to me about
perseverance and patience, as he
struggles to keep his alphabet letters
above the lines, He doesn't manipulate
others for personal gain. He accepts
the consegquences for his own actions.
He s not proud or boastful rather he

Is often selfless, and extraordinanly
accepting of others, He has a great
sensa of humor with a boyish laughter
that ls so genuinely pure t inspires you
to do the same, and a love that cannot
be constrained or withheld, but must
be expressaed with abandonment

He is a great influence on me. And by
popular definition, a person of great
influence is called a Leader A

Leader yes, . that ls exactly who
Spencer 8! A Leader! He leads me In
caring, In patience, In kindness, in love.
He models perseverance, self
determination, and strength of resohve.
Moreaver, he adamantly reminds me
that a day without play is a day wasted!

Spencer opens my eyes to oppression.
He opens my ears to prejudice. He
opens my mind to what is valuable. He
opens my hands to senice. He leads
me dally! He leads me down the road
less traveled, The road discovered In
Robert Frost's poem

Two reads diverged in a wood, and |
| took the cne less traveled by
And that has made all the difference. !

If Spencer were an actual star in the
sky, the world would not find him
particuarly brillant. He would not draw

their attention or be an anomaly of great
discussion. However it would be
apparent that the bedles surrcunding
the Spencer star would each shine
rmuch brighter for being in proximity to
him. Al together they would emanate

a Ight brighter than any one single star
could ever exhiblt alone; each one of
them more radiant.

The world has trouble understanding
that Spencer s not the victim of an
accdent. That he s intentionally and
purposefuly made, But | know this truth,
and the truth deepens in me each day.
And the truth comes to cthers who meet
Spencer, And the truth wil prevail

This Shining Star is all about Spencer
Augustin. An average boy growing up

ms God designed him,

Oh, that we could all be as average as
Spencer!

| love Spencer beyond expression!
He Is the brightest star in the sky to me!
- Spencer's Dad

‘Robert Frost (1874 - 1863), U.S. Poet,
The Road Not Taken



