DSANI celebrates its 10th annual buddy walk™

DSAN: Star

DOWN SYNDROME ASSOCIATION OF NORTHEAST INDIANA

Developed by the National Down
Syndrome Society in 1995,

the Buddy Walk™ is held each
October to celebrate National
Down Syndrome Awareness
Month. It is a wonderful, heart-
warming event where hundreds
of thousands of people from
around the world join together
to promote awareness and
inclusion for all people with
Down syndrome.

Locally, our Buddy walk will be
on Saturday, October 4th, 2008
at Foster Park in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. It will be a morning
celebration with registration
beginning at 9:30 a.m. along
with various events, games and
live entertainment. The walk
begins at 11:00 a.m. followed by
a complimentary hot dog lunch
or rotisserie chicken available for
$2.00 to enjoy or bring home.

We are expecting 1,200 to 1,500
people to be in attendance.
Children, teens and adults

with Down syndrome, family
members, friends, teachers,
healthcare professionals,
corporate teams and members
of the community - All are
welcome!

LIST OF EVENTS TO DATE:

. Live entertainment

& music giveaways from
Parents’ Choice Award Winner
/ Songwriter, Leonardo. To
learn more, go to (www.
LeonardoMusic.com)

. Mayor Tom Henry to
read the Buddy Walk Day
Proclamation

. Visit the Fort Wayne
Firefighters and climb aboard the
fire truck

. Autographs from Komet

hockey players including Captain,
Guy Dupuis

. Take pictures with the
Komet Championship Trophy:
The 2008 Turner Cup

. Walk with the Fort
Wayne Derby Girls, IPFW
athletic teams and Mastodon
mascot

. Enjoy the giant slide,
trackless train,

games, face painting,
tattoos & balloon release

You can participate in the
Buddy Walk by either walking
or making a donation. To make
an online donation from a
secure site, please go to http://
www.dsani.org and click on
Buddywalk.
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September / October 2008

WANE-TV News Channel 15

is our television sponsor and
WQHK K-105 is our radio
sponsor. Come on out and join
the fun!
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infant-kindergarten playgroup adventures

special olympics—huntington countys

The infant-toddler and infant-
kindergarten group has had a
fun filled summer. The infant-
toddler group spent June at

Steve and Sue Ehinger’s house.

We started the evening with
a cook-out, bubbles, music,
and playing on a swing-set.
We ended the evening with a
campfire and smores. It was
a great time! The toddlers
are running, the babies are
all walking now, and we have
new babies in the group. In
July the infant-kindergarten

The Huntington County
Special Olympics bowling
program begins Saturday,
August 23, 2008. We will be
bowling every other week
through September and then
every week until the Area 3
bowling in November. We
are expecting around 40
bowlers this year. Our most
ever! We bowl! at Rainbow
Lanes in Huntington at
3:00pm. If you have any
questions, please call Keith or
Nancy Hartley at 672-8316

self-advocate swim party

group met at the Northside
park to play and have a picnic.
Then we went in for an hour

of swimming! All of the kids
went down the water slide with
parents and had a wonderful
time splashing in the sprinklers!
August was busy with Monday
night swimming at Northside
and Thursday night tumbling

at Gymnastics in Motion. In
September we have a playgroup
at Mary Heinen’s house.
October is a Halloween party
at Chris and Mindy Fleischer’s
house, and November is at

Pete and Sarah Jacob’s house.
Dates will be announced later.
Pictured together are: Shayla
Greenman, Matthew Dupuis,
Kylie Bigham, and Cayden Foust
sitting on the couch together.
For more information on the
playgroups, contact Stacey
Foust at (260) 485-1673 or
jsfoust@verizon.net.

memorials

new members

On August 3, 2008 a

group of self-advocates
met at Club North Pointe
for an afternoon of sun,
swimming and cooking
out. They had perfect
weather to enjoy being in
the water for swimming,
playing pool basketball
and going down the water
slide. After they were done
swimming it was time for
hot dogs, chips, pop, fresh
fruit, and ice cream. This
was their second annual
swim party and all are
looking forward to next
year's party.

special thanks for contributions

In Memory of Pandora
Milentis

* George and Releni Rongos
* Kelly Hagerman
* Mark and Katie Davison

* Choir Members of Trinity
U.M. Church

* Jerry and Mary Riedel

* Eva, Brianna, Andy, Alex,
and John Milentis

¢ Aaron Ott
* Garret and Olympia Ott

* A Day Away Adult Daycare
Inc.

¢ Robert and Lois Crandall

* Kent & Kristy Stemen
* Kevin & Missy Burkhalter

Members

* Howe Family

* Heign Family

* Bill and Lynne Bogardus
* Dan and Sherry Pfister

e Steve and Sharon
Williams

Community Donations

¢ Aetna Foundation
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