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INCOME

Buddy Walk$45,369
Donations$13,277
Other$2,805

TOTAL INCOME$61,451

EXPENSES
Operating$17,641
Programs$23,021
NDSS Contributions$21,000

TOTAL EXPENSES$61,662

SURPLUS$(210)

CASH BALANCE
MINUS CURRENT
LIABILITIES$63,780

Shorty
On Sunday, April 18, 2004 over 75 DSANI members came out
to the Fort Wayne Cinema
Center to see the premiere of
the film “Shorty.”  “Shorty” tells
the story of Walter “Shorty”
Simms, a 56 year old man with
Down syndrome and the
positive and
lasting impact
he has had on
Hampden-
Sydney
College for
nearly 30 years.  The evening
was truly magical, as Shorty
himself attended and left a
memorable
impression.  No
one who was
present will forget
his inspirational
message, given to
a cheering
audience
following the film.

2004 Buddy Walk
On Saturday, September 25, 2004, over 700 people filled Foster
Park and raised over $67,000 in cash and in kind donations to
support DSANI and individuals with Down syndrome. In addition
to the walkers, the 2004 Buddy Walk hosted special guests
including Mayor Graham Richard, the Fort Wayne Komets’ Icey
& several Komets’ players, and Mike Foster and officers with
the Allen County Sheriff’s Department.

Credit for the success of the 2004 Buddy Walk belongs to a
group of hard-working individuals, led by Co-Chairpersons
Brenda Amburgey and Julie Tutwiler, who spent several months
meeting as a group to plan and organize the event.  On the day
of the walk, a great group of volunteers showed up early and
stayed late to do the hard work necessary to make the event a
success.  A new addition to the volunteer ranks this year was
a group of self-advocates led by Steven Mikulski and Carl Nuffer.
We owe so much to all of you – thank you committee, volunteers,
and walkers!

Please mark your calendar now to join us for the 7th Annual
Buddy Walk on Saturday, October 1, 2005 at Foster Park Pavilion
#1. The planning is underway and we have a new chairperson,
Jennifer Mihuc.
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Kaylee Carpenter

When Kaylee Carpenter
planned her 11th birthday
celebration, she didn’t ask for
a big party with lots of friends,
decorations and gifts.  Instead,
she decided to give to others
by attending the DSANI Buddy
Walk. Because of her friendship
with Mya Baker, a four-year old
little girl with Down syndrome,
Kaylee, her parents and several
friends, held her birthday party
at the Buddy Walk, along with
Mya and her family.  Her group
raised several hundred dollars and generated
awareness for the Buddy Walk through a Wabash
Plain Dealer newspaper article published the
prior week.

Donald Rothstein

Donald Rothstein is sixty-nine years old and loves
life. He is grateful for each day that God has given
him since his birth on December 8, 1935. Donald
has outlived his family and spent 23 years at the
Fort Wayne State Developmental Center and other
institutions before going to live with Nicki Graham
and her family six years ago.

Donald is retired from his job.  He enjoys attending
church, sporting events, bowling and going out to
eat.  Donald is a very gracious person who finds
the good in everyone and almost always has a smile
on his face.

Donald has changed some since living with the
Grahams.  “I think, however, that we have changed
the most,” writes Nikki Graham. “We have become
more patient and flexible with our time.  We have
learned to appreciate our blessings and look at life
through Donald’s eyes.  We are the lucky ones
because he has chosen us.  I hope we have touched
his life as much as he has touched ours.”

Hardees

Hardees Restaurants began supporting the Buddy
Walk in 2003, after some employees at an
Indianapolis location formed a relationship with a
father and his young son with Down syndrome. In
2004 they expanded their support to include
northeast Indiana.  They hope to continue growing
their support in the years ahead throughout the
United States.

Deb Gavette

Back in the fall of 1999, when her daughter
Samantha was 6 years old, Deb Gavette dreamed
of belonging to a support group for families of
individuals affected by Down syndrome.  When Deb
learned that the National Down Syndrome Society’s
Buddy Walk was being held throughout the United
States, she discovered that, due to the absence of
a local support group, there was no walk being
considered in northeast Indiana.   With the help of
friend and fellow parent Laurie Shomo, and other
volunteers, northeast Indiana’s first Buddy walk
was held on October 3, 1999.  Over 100 walkers
attended, raising about $6,000.  Through Deb
Gavette’s early efforts and vision, DSANI was
formed on January 1, 2000. Deb served as DSANI’s
President for its first three years and as Buddy
Walk Chairperson for five years, raising over
$175,000 during that time.

DSANI Star Awards

Kaylee Carpenter

Deb Gavette

Donald Rothstein (top middle and above)
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